For JAFES in 2010, or even before that, the overwhelming concern was how to make this journal a worthy partner among Asian and international journals. The arena was already teeming with international, regional, and country-specific journals on endocrinology. What did JAFES have to offer to the Southeast Asian endocrinologist?
JAFES was recently invited to present at the 6th Seoul International Congress of Endocrinology and Metabolism (SICEM 2018) at a special publication session entitled "Seeking for the United Collaboration among Asian Associations through Publication." SICEM is the official scientific meeting of the Korean Endocrine Society which provides an opportunity for local and international scientists and clinicians "to share novel ideas and learn about the latest studies in the field of endocrinology and metabolism."
1 The session aimed for the cooperative development of Asian endocrine journals and featured editors of EnM, Diabetes and Metabolism, Formosan Journal of Endocrinology and Metabolism, and JAFES. We shared our respective publication's current status, successes and challenges, and future directions, and discussed, as a group, the possibility of moving forward together.
After learning much from our hands-on experience attempting to make JAFES more active and more relevant, we wish now to pay it forward. Our active participation in the Korea meeting signifies an evolution of our goals as a journal. JAFES is now a worthy partner in publication collaboration, at the national, regional, and international scenes. In an increasingly connected world, indeed collaboration in the form of mutual support to each journal's specific objectives, provides the greatest potential to promote our own publication's growth and development.
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